TO THE STUDENTS

And this the students will surely get if they will engage in
some constructive national activity. They will lose nothing by
doing national work. They need not confine themselves to the
Congress programme, if it does not commend itself to them,
The chief thing is to demonstrate their capacity for holding to-
gether and doing independent solid work. The charge is often
brought against us that we are good only at oratorical displays
and fruitless momentary demonstrations, but fail when we are
called upon to do work that requires cohesion, co-operation, grit
and unflinching determination. The students have a splendid
opportunity of falsifying the charge. Will they rise to the
occasion ?

They may not lose faith on any account whatsoever. The
College is the nation's property. If we were not demoralized, a
foreign Government should never be able to hold our property
or make it practically criminal for students to take part in
the nation's battle for freedom, which it should be the duty and
privilege of students to lead.

Young India, 31-1-1929
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TO THE  STUDENTS  OP  KARACHI*.

" Well, young men/' Gandhiji began, " an English proverb
says, * Imitation is the sincerest flattery'. But whilst you have
waxed eloquent in praise of me in your address, I find that in
practice you are violating all those things for which I stand. It
looks almost as if you meant to say, * We know what you want
but all the same we are going to do just the contrary/ You could
not possibly have meant to offer me a deliberate insult. Then,
was it that you wanted to pull my leg, by translating me to the
frozen Himalayan heights of ' Mahatmaship' and claiming for
yourselves absolution from having to follow my precepts ? But
be that as it may, now that you have called me here, you shall
render me an account for all your misdeeds." And call them to
account he did as probably they never had been called in their

* Speech delivered by Gandhiji on receiving a joint address from the
college students of Karachi on 5-2-1929.